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‘His Isles II’ Prayer Conference for 
Leaders, Swanwick, Feb 4 - 6 2009  
This is for prayer leaders from all around 
the British Isles and Ireland. Brochures 
are available from PfS or for more infor-
mation email prayer@worldprayer.org.uk 

Pray for Scotland News and Events 

At the PfS ‘reconnecting’ event at CLAN 
Gathering in St Andrews in July the PfS 
trustees thank Bert and Jenny McKaig as 
Bert steps down as Director. Left to right: 
Jean Black, Alistair Barton, Bert and Jenny, 
Anne McIntyre, Maurice Howson.  

 

A Big Thank You! 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank you for all you kindness and gener-
osity in giving us a Love Offering at the 
end of my time as a Director of Pray for 
Scotland. We never serve for reward but 
appreciate this wonderful gift.  
 

We thank you also for the wonderful 
times of fellowship we have enjoyed over 
these past years and especially with Con-
necting Scotland – we are still seeing the 
fruit of these 50 days.  
 

May God continue to richly bless you as 
we pray for revival to touch our nation 
and see the heart of this nation turned 
back to God. 
 

Bert and Jenny McKaig 

Andrew Nonhebel 
 

We were all saddened by the homecall of 
Andrew on Sunday 17th August – he 
passed away peacefully with his immediate 
family surrounding him. There was a won-
derful celebration of his life in Tobermory 
on Thursday 21st August, this was indeed a 
celebration of a faithful servant’s life. As 
many shared on that day, publicly and in 
conversations, it became clear that Andrew 
had touched and impacted so many lives 
over the course of his life. 
 

Many had been standing with Andrew since 
his first diagnosis of cancer of his tongue 
and continued to pray for his healing until 
his homecall.  
I have only known Andrew for a few short 
years, but in that time came to love and 
respect him as a fellow labourer in the Gos-
pel. His great desire was to see God move 
again in power in Mull and across our na-
tion, the very reason God called him and 
Karen to Mull. Andrew was a deep thinker 
and a man of great vision and I truly be-
lieve that all the vision he carried will come 
to fruition in this land. I will miss our prayer 
times together but am thankful for the place 
he now occupies – absent from the body, 
present with the Lord. It has been a joy to 
know him. 
 

Remember Karen and the family in days to 
come. 
 

Bert McKaig  
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Pray for Scotland  
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· Transport  
 

· Farming  
 

· Fishing  
 

· Forestry  



The Earth is the Lord’s . . . 

�  ransport Scotland (TS) is the gov-
ernment body responsible for coor-

dinating and delivering transportation so-
lutions throughout Scotland. I would urge 
you to pray for this organisation, particu-
larly its role in strategic transportation 
planning. We need real strategic wisdom 
to future-proof our vital transportation 
systems. These are vital to our busi-
nesses who have to add transportation 
costs to get their products to national and 
world markets. These costs can cripple a 
company causing redundancies and 
even closure of the business. Business 
trauma and loss of income can often be a 
cause of family break-ups. 
 
The price of fuel is also a huge factor. 
The hike of price over the past quarter 
has devastated many businesses, par-
ticularly transportation and fishing, but 
also affecting farmers and forestry. 
These were core industries in Scotland 
but have been steadily depleted.  
It is necessary for intercessors, but also 
for the whole church, to recognise that: - 
 

· God gave us the benefit of work and 
productivity and the enemy wants to 
destroy it. 

· When productive work and earnings 
are damaged, people and families suf-
fer. 

· We have key industries in Scotland 
that need prayers of protection, pro-
ductivity and God's blessing. 

 
A good starting point is to have teams of 
Christians who take responsibility before 

God for sectors of indus-
try or perhaps the busi-
nesses within a geo-
graphic area. Some 
places have chaplaincies 
that can advise on what 
to pray for. You may 
know a local business 
person - ask them what 
to pray for. There are 
also business 
based ministries 
that can point you 
in a direction. 
 
Business life, the ability to work, trade 
and earn, is the life blood of any society. 
A strategic part of that ability are the net-
works of transportation for workers and 
raw materials and for finished products. 
Here is an area where we need to stand 
in the gap. It is by standing before the 
Lord in prayer that we will hear his word 
for these and other businesses across 
Scotland. 
�

�
�

Douglas Flett 
International Christian 

Chamber of Commerce 

Our focus for this issue is the nation’s agricultural sector including farming, 
forestry and fishing, and the transportation system, which together form the 
backbone of Scotland’s economy. Four guest writers offer their perspective 
on how we can pray. 

The strategic importance of transport 

Freight ship carrying cargo 
from Trondheim to Aberdeen 

�
�

�  utumn is one of my favourite sea-
sons with its awesome shades and 

stunning colours - although picking up the 
leaves in my garden is hard work! Wood-
lands are wonderful places, reviving heart, 
soul and spirit and play a vital role in Scot-
land’s forest industry.     
 
We have about half the amount of wood-
land than other EU countries and the 
Scottish Government would like to in-
crease Scotland’s forests to 25% of our 
land area by the second half of the cen-
tury. But what are some of the benefits? 
  
Environmental  - Woodlands act as a car-
bon sink and help tackle greenhouse gas 
emissions. Our contribution may seem 
small but is very important. 
Economic   - Forestry now sustains some 
20,000 jobs and contributes millions to the 
Scottish economy. We are only 17% self 
sufficient in wood products. More new 
woodlands would provide a sustained 
supply of timber and long term confidence 
to our timber industry. 

Social  - For-
ests are great 
places for out-
door recreation 
such as moun-
tain biking, 
walking and 
wildlife view-
ing. Trees and 
woodland im-
prove the qual-
ity of our surround-
ings and also im-
prove our health 
and well-being.  
 
Prayer points  
· Give thanks for God’s creation and 

Scotland’s natural beauty. 
· Government ministers responsible for 

land use, for right policies and balance 
between agriculture and forestry.    

· That forestry would help grow the 
Scottish economy, sustain jobs and 
counteract climate change.   

· For people within our rural communi-
ties and safety at work.  

��   years ago our east coast fishing 
communities rang with the sound of 

revival hymns from a remarkable spiritual 
movement that began in Yarmouth and 
Lowestoft, and spread to Scotland with the 
return of the herring fleet from the autumn 
fishery. For the next 50 years the Scots 
fishing fleet would never sail or fish on 
Sunday. (The family-owned boats, not the 
company-owned trawlers).  With a few 
exceptions on the west coast and Hebri-
des, and in Peterhead, this Sunday obser-
vance was to end after 1970. The revival 
influence faded as the former generation 
passed on.  
 
From 1973 onwards new EU legislation, 
licenses, quotas, and area restrictions pit-
ted fisher against fisher and both against 
government’s increasing control and puni-
tive attitudes. The former spirit of com-
radeship and concerns for their communi-

ties, gave way 
to an individu-

alistic drive for 
profit and survival 
as hundreds of 
boats were 
squeezed out of the 
industry and thou-
sands of fishers 
and support work-
ers lost their jobs.     
 
Today our fishing 
industry is a rump 
of its former self.  
Many boats have 
been decommis-
sioned and even the multi-million pelagic 
fleet of large mid-water trawlers may soon 
experience a similar retrenchment. All our 
boats now face escalating fuel bills. But 
some fishers must also share responsibil-
ity for going along with a system that pe-
nalized the weak and the honest, and per-

The threefold role of forestry  

Our fishermen and fishing communities  

Douglas Wright 
works part-time for  

Forestry Commission 
Scotland.  

David  Thomson 
is a former Scottish 
fisherman who has 

assisted fisheries and 
coastal communities 

around the world.  



Houses of Prayer Everywhere - HOPE 
Since April 2008 Lighthouses of Prayer has been our current prayer call. 
It is coming out of God speaking to many different people in this nation. 
Each newsletter we will have testimonies on this. Many parts of scrip-
ture call for claiming our community. Isaiah 54:1-4, Instead of barren-
ness (v.2) strengthen your ‘stakes’. I commend the following testimony 
from Ola, who is part of Youth with a Mission (YWAM).    Jean Black 
�

�  his is a vision for Prayer that I have been carrying since the spring of 2000 when 
we had a team prayer-walking along the West Coast of Scotland. I saw a house 

that had a name Ein Gedi in Hebrew: òéï âã on the wall and I saw in the Spirit another 
picture of a sign on the wall saying HOPE - Houses Of Prayer Everywhere with a pic-
ture of a lighthouse and I felt the Lord say that we should pray that these houses would 
be established in Ayrshire.  
 

By that HOPE sign on the wall of houses in every village and town in Ayrshire, people 
would know where to go for salvation and hope. I shared with some people back then 
and we prayed for it, but then I put it on the shelf and didn’t know what to do with that 
word. Then in May 2007 Pray for Scotland came to Ayrshire with their prayer initia-
tive “Connecting Scotland”. After we had prayed in Largs, Bert McKaig said, ‘we are 
just here to spark local “action”. Now it’s up you!’ The following week we had the 
YWAM ship “The Next Wave” here and we went out with 28 intercessors praying for 
Ayrshire from the Sea. I had again a sense that God was speaking to me, that we 
needed to get ready for another wave that was coming and that the only hope for Ayr-
shire and the nations is Jesus. Christians from every denomination needed to start to 
pray fervently for our villages and towns for an outpouring of God’s Mercy, Blessing 
and Glory.  I had a strong sense that we as Christians had given up on our villages and 
society. Instead of believing that God could touch and transform the youth in our area, 
we have given up on them and are angry and disillusioned. Let’s come together in 
small groups and pray for our neighbourhoods that God would transform them.    
 

��  have been travelling around in Ayrshire, and asking God to raise up Houses of 
Prayer Everywhere - Lighthouses of Prayer - HOPE.  In January as I asked God 

what he wanted me to do with this in 2008, as I didn’t see anything happening, I felt 
He asked me to go to every village and town in Ayrshire and put a stake in the ground 
asking for Houses of Prayer in that place. So far we have been to about 35 places and 
prayed, and then I had a great encouragement. I was at a meeting and Jean Black from 
Pray for Scotland was there and when I came in there was a BIG banner on the wall 
with a lighthouse and the word HOPE, just as I had seen 8 years earlier. Jean shared 
about Lighthouses of Prayer and how God had been speaking to several people about 
this and how Pray for Scotland had taken this and are running with it, doing training 
and seminars about how to start one. They have also made a little Guide and it’s very 
much what I have on my heart. Wow! God is so awesome and I’m so humbled to be 
part of what God is doing in Scotland.   
 

What’s next? ... We need to finish putting stakes in every place in Ayrshire and then I 
sensed that we should fly over Ayrshire praying like eagles from above for revival in 
the land. 
 

Ola Nordstrom  

�  orld-renowned for breathtaking 
landscapes and spectacular 

scenery, Scotland covers an area of 
77,000 square kilometres which includes 
over 800 islands, and is surrounded on 
three sides by water. Those who care for 
this land, the farmers and crofters, work 
in harmony with nature using the finest 
resources, counting what they do as a 
privilege. For them it is a way of life, a 
vocation rather than a job.  
 

The methods they choose to employ to 
cultivate the land can have far-reaching 
consequences for the environment, 
which most have a passionate desire to 
preserve. Enthusiastic, resourceful and 
innovative in their work, they use skill and 
imagination to produce food to the high-
est possible standard. The quality of 
beef, lamb, soft fruit, vegetables and ar-
able crops, as well as venison and plants 
that are used for medicine are reckoned 
to be the best in the world. They have the 
ability to adapt to changing markets and 
the ingenuity to diversify. 
 

Theirs is a challenging life as daily they 
contend with factors outside their control 
such as adverse weather conditions 
heightened by climate change, and in-
creasing regulation dictated by Europe 
and government. Many farm in more 
marginal land where it is an achievement 
to produce a crop at all. Alongside that is 
the need to keep abreast with ever-
changing farming methods and greater 
mechanisation. This leads to fewer peo-
ple being employed in the industry and 
more farmers working in isolation. 

They are 
aware of 
the implica-
tions of 
world food 
shortages 
and are 
willing to 
address 
the question 
on how they 
can allevi-
ate hunger. Held in tension with that is 
the ongoing discussion about the rights 
and wrongs of the production of bio-
fuels – they are greatly concerned at the 
rate in which the earth’s non-renewable 
resources are being used up.  
 

Every farmer has a part to play in ad-
dressing these global issues which affect 
every one of us. Those who work on the 
land have a crucial role as food-
producers and stewards of the environ-
ment, and as major contributors to the 
Scottish economy. 

The challenges of modern farming 

Keith and Grace Redpath 
Manage a farm in the Borders 

mitted big money to dominate.  
 

Any young fisher today, buying his first 
boat, no matter how small, has to pay 
more for his license and quota than he 
has to pay for the boat, its equipment and 
its fishing gear. If his port is a small one, 
he is forbidden to land fish there and must 
sail far to the nearest large fishing port.  
Drug use is serious in the large port fleets.  
 

 

So there are serious political, administra-
tive and social issues to be addressed.  
But as with many problems we face today, 
the basic elements are spiritual.  We need 
a revival of faith. We need to look to God 
more than to men. Political pressure may 
help, but without earnest prayer and sup-
plication, the strongholds of indifference 
and greed will not be pulled down.   

The Rural Strategy Team , (Church of 
Scotland) works with rural communities and 
congregations.  www.churchofscotland.org.uk 
 

The Scottish Churches Rural Group , an 
ecumenical group of Action of Churches To-
gether in Scotland (ACTS), facilitates pastoral 
support for churches in rural communities. 
 

Agricultural Chaplains Association  
See www.arthurrankcentre.org.uk then click 
on networks and rural support. 
 

Farm Crisis Network  
See farmcrisisnetwork.org.uk 


