
When I began thinking through some of 
the things that God has been doing and 
saying over the past year and a half, I dis-
covered that the prophetic picture that 
God seems to be weaving over our nation 
is quite remarkable. This is purely my own 
personal account of how the pieces have 
begun to come together.   
 

April 2007 - As I was praying for the 
coming of the Pray for Scotland (PfS) 
team to our village during the Connecting 
Scotland 50 days of prayer, the Lord led 
me to a passage in Ezekiel (Ezek. 12:21-
28) that I felt was a prophetic word con-
cerning the nation. When the team came 
through, I shared this word with Jean 
Black. A few months later I discovered 
that the Lord led her to begin sharing a 
message based on this word as she trav-
elled and spoke throughout the nation. The 
gist of her message was to ask what things 
the Lord has spoken to us in the past that 
we have “put on a shelf” and forgotten. 
 

September 2007 - While speaking with 
Ola Nordstrom about houses of prayer in 
Scotland, he made the comment, “I don’t 
think that we will have 24/7 houses of 
prayer in Scotland.  Instead, God has 
given me a picture of HOPE – Houses of 
Prayer Everywhere.”   
 

November 2007 - Not long after speaking 
with Ola, I received an email from Sylvia 
Norton (S. Uist) describing how God had 
given her a vision of HOPE – Houses of 
Prayer Everywhere.  I couldn’t believe it.  
This was the exact same picture and acro-
nym that God had given Ola.  She had 
been reminded of it during a weekend 
conference with the PfS team when they 

asked the group if God had given them 
any words that they had “put on the shelf” 
and forgotten.  Like Ola, God had actually 
given her this vision in 2000, and He was 
just now bringing it back, for both of 
them! Around this time, Ola began travel-
ling to every village and town in Ayrshire 
and driving wooden stakes in the ground 
reclaiming these areas for God’s King-
dom.  At one point he also visited an or-
phanage in Uganda where he was given 6 
stakes to bring back to Scotland.  One of 
these stakes he felt led to hold on to.   
 

April 2008 - Jean Black was speaking at a 
YWAM Scotland staff day sharing the PfS 
vision of establishing HOPE, Houses of 
Prayer Everywhere in Scotland. Ola and I 
were at this meeting, and Ola felt the Lord 
telling him to give Jean the last stake.   
 

July 2008 - Still carrying the stake, Jean 
found herself at CLAN Gathering when 
Brent Borthwick (from USA) gave an 
amazing prophetic word concerning re-
vival in Scotland, remarkably similar to a 
vision Jean Darnell 
had in the 1970s 
(read Ezek. 12:21-
28). (He knew 
nothing about Jean 
Darnell, or her 
prophecy.) He ended by saying that he felt 
they should drive a stake in the ground as 
a prophetic symbol of embracing this 
word. Jean had the stake taken to Brent 
and shared where it came from. Just after 
driving the stake in the ground, he com-
mented that he was supposed to have been 
at an orphanage in Uganda that week, but 
God told him to cancel the trip and go to 
Scotland to share this word.  

 A Journey in Hearing God - Lance Canter, Youth With a Mission 
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Houses of Prayer Everywhere - HOPE 

We invite you to write your 
story of Lighthouses or cell 
group prayer, responding 
to Ezek.12:21-28, and 
send it to the PfS email or 
PO Box address below. 
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�  e appreciate that this is a diffi-
cult time to pray and encourage 

others. We draw our Hope from God 
and His word to us.  In 2 Chronicles 
7:12 God says, “I have heard your 
prayer”. How often do we look for im-
mediate answers to our prayers, and 
when nothing happens wonder if God 
heard us? God does hear and He will 
provide for us, but we must trust that He 
will answer at His time, and in His way. 
Verse 13 goes on to describe the state of 
the nation, and verse 14 gives us an invi-
tation to partner with Him. In the Mes-
sage Bible paraphrase it says, “If my 
God-defined people respond by hum-
bling themselves, praying, seeking my 
presence and turning their backs on their 
wicked lives, I'll be there ready for you. 
I'll listen from heaven, forgive their sins, 
and restore their land to health.”  
 

�  hat a privilege is ours to be 
called by His name, a chosen 

people belonging under His authority, 
protection and care. To humble our-
selves brings us into alignment with the 
mind of Jesus. If we resist distraction 
and seek His face in worship and prayer, 
we can receive the God who heals, for-
gives and will heal our land. 
 

John 15:4 invites us, “Live in me, make 
your home in me just as I do in you”. 

Verse 14 con-
tinues: “I've 
named you my 
friends because I let you in on every-
thing I've heard from Father. You didn't 
choose me, remember I chose you, and 
put you in the world to bear fruit, fruit 
that won't spoil”.  
 

�  here have been many prayer calls 
in recent times, including one at 

the Stock Exchanges and in Edinburgh 
on 29 October. We have been reporting 
them in our weekly email, Prayer Di-
gest. There is an opportunity to partici-
pate in a national call to prayer on 30th 
November. Please share this with your 
family, friends, church, maybe even in 
your workplace, and ask God how you 
can PARTICIPATE where you are in 
this day of prayer. 
 

Father we have sinned.  
We have disobeyed your word 
and done things that displease 
you.  
Forgive us, have mercy on us.  
Help us and our nation to return 
to righteousness.  
In Jesus name,  
Amen.  

 
Jean Black  
Director  
Pray for Scotland  

HOPE IN GOD 
As we began to consider this newsletter, the theme of 
which was to be “family”, we became aware of how 
much the present financial crisis affects family li fe. 
Particularly as this issue covers our praying over the 
Christmas period, we felt our theme should be 
“Family, Finance and Hope for the future”.  

Day of Prayer and Reflection:  St Andrews Day  
 

Sunday 30 th November 2008 
 

"The Leaders and Representatives of Scotland's Churches encourage our 
church communities and all people in Scotland to celebrate St Andrew's Day 
this year as a day of prayer and reflection in which we will hold the principles 
of social justice and the difficulties facing the nation and world in our hearts 
and prayers in faith and hope before God." 
 
This statement was issued on the occasion of the meeting of church leaders 
and representatives with the First Minister, Thursday 9 October 2008. 
 
First Minister Alex Salmond said: “Our national day provides a great opportu-
nity for all of Scotland’s people to reflect on the kind of society we are and 
where we aspire to be. At this time of global difficulties I welcome the call for 
St Andrew’s Day to be celebrated with prayer and reflection.  This is some-
thing which can unite all of us in Scotland, whatever our beliefs, and I for one 
will certainly take part.” 
 
Churches attending the meeting: Salvation Army; United Reformed Church; 
Free Church of Scotland; Religious Society of Friends, Church of Scotland; 
Congregational Federation; Associated Presbyterian Church of Scotland; Ro-
man Catholic Church; Baptist Union of Scotland; Methodist Church. 

�

��  any things influ-
ence the finan-

cial markets of the world: 
exchange rates, the pur-
chasing power of money, 
interest rates, and finan-
cial liquidity to name a 
few. 12 months ago 
checking how secure their 
bank deposits were in relation to the gov-
ernment indemnity up to £35,000, would 
have been the last thing on people’s mind. 
But lately that did come up, and that in-
demnity was increased to £50,000 
(£100,000 for joint accounts) during Oc-
tober, in order to stabilise concern. �
 
We have heard of the “credit crunch”, of 

“sub-prime markets” fail-
ing and house value tum-
bles in the States. In the 
UK the flow of cash from 
bank to bank had almost 
dried up because of mis-
trust and uncertainty and 
here house market down-
turn and mortgage chal-

lenges continue. Only with international 
intervention from the Central Banks of 
the world has the recovery of the markets 
started. 
 

�  ome point to the “fat cats” and argue 
that their actions have caused some 

of the results we have witnessed: North-
ern Rock nationalised, Bradford and 
Bingley split up and big name companies 

Brian Robertson 
 

has spent over 25 
years in Banking 

and 8 years in the 
Charity Sector, 

both sides of the 
border.  

Trust and Pray 

 



both sides of the Atlantic vulnerable to 
speculative dealings in their shares. One 
factor affecting the Banks is the need to 
separate Retail Banking - which involves 
a long-term relationship with customers - 
and the Investment Banks. Mixing these 
up has meant Retail Banks trying to make 
quick wins backed by possible bonuses in 
the near future.  
 

�  here has been a sense since the late 
80's that a stronger drive, possibly 

fuelled by greed, has driven business on 
to new heights, and bonuses to new levels 
at the expense of good relations and long 
term stability. Now with all these things 
in the pot the markets are adjusting, in 
this case downwards. 
 
I am mindful that Joseph stored up some 
of each year’s harvest to be used for the 
years that were wanting - a good stable 
investment action from thousands of 
years ago. The good years will cover the 
poorer years. Whether this present situa-
tion indicates a short or a long cycle, 
whether we are at the bottom of the cycle 
or not, we should take cheer that the cor-
rections being made by the markets and 
government will create confidence and 
stability in the long term.  
 
Credit Action  
It is good to talk to advisers to help one 
through a difficult time. I am impressed 
with Credit Action, a Christian ethos 
Charity working, in situations that we 
might turn away from, to counsel and aid 
those in financial difficulties. They pro-
duce an excellent monthly document re-
garding financial trends, in PDF form 
available on their website  http://www.
creditaction.org.uk/ �
 
Pray and Act 
What can our response be? As we review 
our own income and expenditure and our 
long term plans in light of our circum-

stances, age and commitments, we can 
show personal trust in our own dealings 
despite what has gone before. 
 
We can pray for:  
· those who are counselling people who 

have financial difficulties  
· an increase in trust between financial 

organisations as they lend and borrow 
from each other “overnight” 

 

�  s the crunch happens, charities can 
suffer from reducing income, but 

the concerns and needs are still there. Can 
some of us review our giving to those 
charities to help them through their hard 
times?  
 

· Pray for good stewardship in all as-
pects of life including the cheque 
book … or should I say debit/ credit 
card, starting at home. 

· Thank God for those who have stored 
up for the hard times and can now 
help. 

 
 

Thank you God, you are in control.  
Help me to trust you and others that they 
might also act responsibly in the use of all 
your resources, including money.  

 
Brian Robertson 
See the prayer diary for more prayer points. 
 

� � � � � � � � � � �� � � � � �� � � � � �� � � � � �
� � � � 	

	
one-day national prayer conference 

in Stirling 
Saturday 21st March 2009 

Watch the website and email  
Prayer Digest for more details  

�

�  hen we were asked to write 
for the newsletter it was a 

case of “where do we begin?”, as the 
Lord has given us so much. The tim-
ing was Godly as our minister had 
just preached at our harvest thanks-
giving service on giving. He had four 
GPs in his sermon: Grip of the 
Pound, God is Plentiful, Give Propor-
tionately and God re Pays. 
 

As a couple we were probably under 
the Grip of the Pound without realis-
ing it; we didn't really think about 
what we gave until our pastor at our 
previous church preached about tith-
ing.  We didn't always tithe, we gave 
an offering but the whole concept of 
tithing was some-
thing new to us. 
Then we started to 
look at our finances 
from a scriptural 
viewpoint and we 
started to Give Pro-
portionately from our wealth.   
This is when we realised that God is 
Plentiful, we were giving away more 
than ever and yet we seemed to 
have more money at the end of the 
month!  How does that work?  I tell 
people that God is the best account-
ant I know. 
 

We were experiencing how God re 
Pays.  We needed flights to the USA 
as my sister who lived there had a 
terminal illness. Sadly she died 
sooner than we expected, but we 
were blessed to receive money from 
three independent sources that en-
abled us to pay cash for air tickets. 
Another example of how God Re-
pays relates to our home.  There 

was potential to ex-
tend our home but we 
didn't want to extend 
our finances beyond 
what we could 
afford.  We 
started a savings 
account and there 
was a competition 
which I was led to enter.  I remember 
praying and saying to the Lord, “I 
don't do competitions” and His reply 
was, “if it is not of me it will return 
void.”  In less than twenty-five words 
you were to say why the account 
was so good, I prayed and was led 
to a scripture with twenty-three 
words.  To my amazement we got a 

letter to say we had won. We 
got more than five times what 
we had saved.  Sadly I didn't 
note the scripture because I 
didn't think we would win. 
  

�  here are many more 
stories I could share of 

how the Lord has blessed us and 
taught us about His provision. Above 
all we know that He is our Jehovah 
Jireh. I want to finish with what our 
minister said at the end of his ser-
mon. He said, “Remember the little 
boy at the feeding of the five thou-
sand; what do you think happened 
when he went home and told his 
Mum where he had been and how 
he had given his packed lunch to the 
disciples? Maybe it went something 
like this, ‘If that’s what He can do 
with two fish and five loaves, do you 
suppose He would do that with any-
thing we give Him?’” 
 
Margo Cunningham  

GOD’S PROVISION   
 

A personal �story of God’s faithfulness to a family �

Margo Cunningham  
is a member of the PfS 

Core Team.  

We were giving away 
more than ever and yet 
we seemed to have 
more money at the end 
of the month! �


