Street Connect: Glasgow
Ricky & Julie McAddock

Ricky is Chief Executive and Julie is Operations Manager at Street Connect.
They are active church members in Glasgow. For more information on who
we are, what we do, life-changing testimonies and how you can support our
work please visit our website www.streetconnect.co.uk
Street Connect is a relatively young ministry, having started around 9 years ago as
the vision of Ricky & Julie McAddock, both of whom had direct experience not only of
the life controlling effects of addiction but also the life transforming power of putting
their faith in Jesus Christ. This personal experience continues to inspire them to help
those on the fringes of society to find freedom from all life controlling issues.
Initially a street outreach of Glasgow City Church (close to Queen Street station)
God blessed the work, it grew rapidly and became a separate charity now employing
over 20 staff and working with around 65 volunteers. We work closely with similar
ministries in the region and with rehab centres such as Teen Challenge. We have 3
‘move-on’ flats for 5 residents transitioning from rehab to full independent living and
hope to purchase a fourth flat soon. Future plans include establishing a Women’s
Refuge and Family Support services. The staff, several of them former addicts, represent 7 denominations across a wide spectrum of Christianity, another example of how
Christians can work together ‘As One!’ to bring hope and freedom to those trapped in
negative lifestyles.
We believe strongly in ‘local church’ and a key focus is to partner with churches who
share our vision to reach out and support those with great need in the community.
We currently partner with 7 churches in Glasgow, Clydebank, Greenock, Paisley and
Wishaw, and aim to form 5 new partnerships this year. Partnership involves training
local church members as volunteers who provide the agreed services, sharing costs
and allocating staff to oversee, support and work with the local church team.
We offer a variety of services including drop in cafes, street outreach, one-to-one support and group work programmes, aiming to meet people at their point of need and
support them in their next steps to recovery and rehabilitation. There is no obligation
on any participant to become a Christian, but we rejoice that many do – and become
valuable members of the team!
Prayer underpins all we do, so we are always grateful when people seek to partner
with us in prayer. This support is a vital part of our work. Please pray for:
• those currently taking part in our programmes, that they would experience complete
freedom from all addiction;
• ‘divine appointments’ with those who need what we can offer – that they will accept
the invitation to start their journey to freedom;
• the release of resources – staff, volunteers and finances - to expand the work;
• the transformative love of God touch people’s lives in a way that only He can do.

Prayer for drug addiction

Father’s Love Letter: Update

• Is your church, or a church or ministry near
you, working with addicts, the homeless etc.?
Pray for all involved and that many will be
‘set free’ through the power of God’s love and
compassion.

Despite the Covid-19
restrictions requests
for the Father’s
Love Letter have
continued to come in
from all over Scotland – and beyond!

• Pray for addicts in your community, that
they would encounter a Christian outreach
worker or visit a church drop-in café and have
their lives transformed!
• Pray for your local Police, that they would
receive information leading them to the drug
dealers and the shutting down of the drug
gangs who prey on the weakest in society.
• Pray for the drug dealers, that they would
have a powerful encounter with the power of
God leading to a transformed life, and a powerful witness to their former colleagues!
• Pray for our youth, that they would be kept
from temptation to try drugs, and protected
from falling into the hands of drug gangs.

Newsletter

Another 60,000 have been printed and given
away through Foodbanks, to friends and
neighbours, to all homes in church parishes
or whole communities and to a ministry that
passes them out each week in central Edinburgh. Many requests are ‘repeat orders’.

2022 – Issue 1

The latest printing takes the total to 900,000
– getting ever closer to the 1 million target!
If you wish a supply, please email us. We
are happy to give them away (though gifts
towards printing costs are welcome) and only
ask for refund of postage for large quantities.

‘Thank you’ & Keeping in touch

With this issue we return to the former frequency of 3 or 4 issues a year. Over the past few
months we have been reviewing our purpose and focus, and we will be sharing about that
in future issues.
We do appreciate so very much all your prayers, encouragement, feedback and support.
Please do email and let us know of events, conferences etc. that are about prayer – we will
do our best to help publicise these, especially through our more regular e-letters. To be
added to the e-letter list please email us.
You can also contact us/keep up to date via Facebook, Twitter & Instagram.
Please let us know if you change your postal address.
If you wish extra copies of this newsletter for your friends or your church, please email us.
Thank you so very much to our faithful supporters who have continued to support us
financially each month, and to everyone who sends a gift at anytime – we are continually surprised and blessed at your generosity! To support us either send a cheque to our
address, or donate by internet banking with your name as the reference Account name: Pray for Scotland Sort code: 82-66-03
Account no: 40065269
A Gift Aid form can be downloaded from our website and posted to us.
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There IS hope!

“Jesus replied: ’I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin……
So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” [John 8:34 & 36]
In this issue we focus on one of the
‘scourges of modern society’ – drug
addiction, and in particular the terrible
toll of the number of drugs deaths in
Scotland. According to a Scottish
Government report in 2021, the
number of drug-related deaths in 2020
reached 1,339 – and the bad news is
that this means that Scotland is now
the ‘drugs death capital of Europe’,
measured as the total deaths as a
percentage of the population.
The reasons why someone succumbs to
drug addiction are many and varied,
and for many there can appear to be no
hope of ever escaping its clutches.
However there is another side to that
story, and it is one where, as in so many
other areas of desperate need in society
today, the Church is playing an everincreasing, valuable and successful role.
On 7 June I was privileged to attend
Stories of Hope: Addiction Recovery - a
gathering at the Scottish Parliament
hosted by EA Scotland, where several
Christian ministries were able to
showcase to Angela Constance, the Drugs
Minister, and to other MSP’s their valuable
work in the area of drug addiction.
Almost 30% (121 out of 418) of the
beds available for addiction patients are
offered by Christian groups. Within the
past decade, over 2,300 individuals have
been directly treated and successfully
recovered from their addition through
services offered by Christian groups and
churches across Scotland.
Over 25% of the 100+ present were

former or recovering addicts, and the
most powerful part of the evening was
when several of them publicly shared
their stories. From being in the deepest
pits of despair with no hope, their lives
were dramatically turned around as a
result of an encounter with a Christian
street outreach worker or at a church
drop-in café. Speaker after speaker
boldly testified to their new-found
freedom in Christ - a powerful time
of lifting up the name of Jesus in the
Scottish Parliament!
Many of us will know of Christian
ministries such as Bethany Trust, Teen
Challenge, CrossReach, The Haven and
many more. We could have written
about any of these, but instead we
highlight the work of two lesser-known
ministries, both supported by members
of different churches – examples of
Ps 133 and Jesus’ prayer in John 17 in
action. We start with a report from
David Strang CBE, a Christian who has
held several high-profile public offices
and who currently chairs the Scottish
Government’s Drugs Death Task Force.
Please pray for all these ministries, for
David and the Taskforce, for the curse of
addiction to be broken in Scotland and
for the ‘slaves to addiction’ to be set free!
Alistair Barton
Director

Tackling Scotland’s drugs deaths
David Strang CBE

Every day in Scotland, three people die
as a result of a drug overdose. That is a
shocking statistic. Scotland has the highest rate of drug-related deaths in Europe.
Each of these deaths is not merely a statistic, but represents a tragedy – for the
individual, for their family and for their
community. Too many families are suffering the pain and devastation of losing
someone they love – a life cut short, often
without the opportunity to say farewell.
In response the Scottish Government
established the Drug Deaths Taskforce
in 2019 to make recommendations to
reduce the number of people dying from
a drug overdose and to reduce the harm
caused by illegal drugs.
I have been its Chair since January, and we
will publish our report by the end of July.
Two key messages
One of the Taskforce’s key messages is
that the problems of drug addiction must
be tackled as a health issue and not a
justice one. We have for too long tried
to deal with addiction as a crime, but
have not solved the underlying problems
people face. The criminal justice system
– with arrest, prosecution, conviction
and potentially a prison sentence – has
been found wanting.
Instead, we should see that addiction is
a health issue, which we need to respond
to with treatment, care and support. We
cannot punish people out of addiction.

I spent five years inspecting prisons in
Scotland and met so many people in
prison who were suffering from poor
mental health and addictions. Prison is
not the right place to provide support,
treatment and care to enable people to
make the changes they need.
The second key message is that we need
to tackle the stigma and discrimination
experienced by many people who use
drugs. They are often written off and
judged harshly by people who look down
on them and blame them for their situation. This makes it harder for people
and their families to get the support and
treatment they need.
There is hope
Despite the scale of the challenges, there
are grounds for hope. There are many
committed people and organisations
working hard to support people who use
drugs. I have been impressed to see people demonstrating compassion and love
as they accompany people on a difficult,
and often long, journey.
Everyone deserves a second chance.
Transformation and change are possible!
Please pray for…
• the impact of the Taskforce’s report, that it
will lead to a reduction in the number of people
dying from a drug overdose in Scotland;
• organisations and churches working alongside people who want help and support;
• people who use drugs, that they may be
able to make the life-changes they want to.

David was Chief Constable of Lothians & Borders Police 20072013, then HM Inspector of Prisons, Scotland 2013 - 2018.
He is an active member of an Edinburgh church.

Food For The Way: Shetland
Peter is a pioneer worker for the Methodist Church in Lerwick, project
managing the ecumenical project ‘Food For The Way’ (find them on Facebook)
Food For The Way (FFTW) is an ecumenical project set up in 2019 to take over the
work of the Lerwick Salvation Army after it closed. Initially, the main work was to
continue a weekly lunch group and Food Share facility. However, mainly due to my
own background of drug use, we soon found ourselves attracting an increasing
number of people living with addiction, mainly to substances such as heroin.
In our first year, in addition to the very popular Wednesday lunches and the Food
Share, greatly valued by social services, we opened two drop-in style cafe’s
specifically aimed at those struggling with addiction.
Having experienced residential support myself, it was glaringly obvious to everyone
that this was something that Shetland could greatly benefit from, and so arose the
vision for the ‘Fresh Start Centre’. The plan is to have a residential property, somewhere outside Lerwick, where up to 4 people can live for a period of time and
hopefully, by following a somewhat monastic lifestyle (growing fruit and vegetables,
learning new skills, daily devotions and Christian teaching) find complete restoration
while gaining the skills they need to eventually live life anew, free of addiction and
entering full time employment or training/college.
We are in talks with a local housing association who are keen to build such a property.
The challenge is finding a suitable piece of land in an area where the housing
association is interested in building. This is proving harder than we had anticipated,
but we remain hopeful.
When Covid-19 arrived we had to cease all our gatherings and groups, as we all went
into ‘lockdown’. However through Food Share we were able to join with other aid
providers and spent the best part of a year delivering food parcels.
In 2021 an exciting turn of events occurred when we found ourselves taking on the
upkeep of a town centre community garden - and so began ‘Fresh Start Community Gardening’. This allowed us to gather as many people as we wanted as it is an
outdoor activity. However, what we soon found was that many of those attending this
project were people living with long term addiction issues. A new door had opened
allowing us to connect with this group with so many needs.
As in so many other areas, addiction is a major problem here in Shetland, which
some in the main urban areas might find surprising. It is also very obvious that there
are many looking to a Christian organisation for help.
Please join us in praying for God’s provision for the Fresh Start Centre, and for the
resources and workers to help in this vital work.
Peter Jamieson

